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Dear Tour Operator,
We are excited to invite you to Brantford – the Telephone City! Ideally situated in the heart  
of Southwestern Ontario along Highway 403, Brantford has a charming, small town feel,  
with big city amenities. With many year-round attractions, one-of-a-kind experiences, and  
hundreds of annual events, there is something for everyone when you #DiscoverBrantford.

It was here on July 26, 1874, at the Bell Homestead National Historic Site, that Alexander Graham 
Bell discovered the principle of which his most famous invention, the telephone, would work.  
Be sure to visit the Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts, a historic restored vaudeville house, 
that has been delighting audiences for over 100 years. Quench your thirst at one of our local  
breweries, enjoy a delicious lunch downtown, or shop at the Brantford Farmers’ Market for fresh  
produce, baked goods, or handmade crafts. You can dine picnic-style on the grounds of the  
beautiful Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant or at one of our historic or horticultural parks, many  
of which are located alongside the Grand River, a designated Canadian Heritage River.

Come see our Visitor Services team, where we can assist you with finding information and offering 
suggestions for discovering local experiences and some of Brantford’s hidden gems.

We look forward to hearing from you and welcoming you to discover and enjoy all that is available  
in the City of Brantford!

Sincerely,

Amber Kane

Corporate Tourism & Sponsorship Coordinator

Economic Development & Tourism Department,  

City of Brantford

519-759-4150 ext. 5045

akane@brantford.ca

Cycling along the Grand River
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Key Attractions:
› 

› 
› 

› 
› 

› 
› 
› 

› 
›  
› 

›  
› 
› 
› 
› 

› 

 “The Great One” 12-ft bronze cast 
sculpture of Wayne Gretzky  
hoisting the Stanley Cup
 Bell City Brewing Company
 Bell Homestead National  
Historic Site (p.8)
 Brant Museum & Archives
 Brantford & Area Sports Hall  
of Recognition
 Brantford’s Grand Exhibit – New
 Brantford-Brant Twin Valley Zoo
 Canadian Military Heritage  
Museum
 Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (p.8)
Grand Wellness Centre
 Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the 
Mohawks (p.8)
Lorne Park
Manns Distillery – New
 Mash Paddle Brewing Company
Nu-U Float Studio & Health Bar – New
 Sanderson Centre for the  
Performing Arts (p. 9)
 Woodland Cultural Centre (p.8)

Shopping:
›  
› 
› 
›  
›  
›  
› 
› 
›  
›  
› 
› 
› 
›  
›  
›  

Bathtub Bakery
 Brantford Farmers’ Market
Brantford Finders Keepers
Brantwood Farms
Crossroads Antique Market
Iroqrafts
 Le Chocolat du Savoie
 Lynden Park Mall
Oakhill Marketplace
Old World Marketplace
 Olive Oil Company
 Our Kitchen Brantford
 Momoko Snacks Land
Serenity Country Candles
Sweet Bakery
Wylde Rose Handmade Soaps

Restaurants:
› 
› 
› 

› 
› 
› 

 Fume Restobar – New 
 Hudson Public Kitchen & Bar – New
 Mercasa Little Italy Eatery 
& Catering – New 
 Sociable Kitchen & Tavern – New
 The Olde School Restaurant
 The Sherwood Restaurant 

Arts, Culture, &  
Entertainment:

› 
› 

› 

› 
› 
› 
› 

 
 

 

 

Brantford Comedy Festival  
Brantford International  
Jazz Festival 
Brantford International  
Villages Festival 
Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst  
Community Charity Airshow 
Elements Casino Brantford
WTFest Music Festival 

Visit discoverbrantford.com to view  
more details on local events and  
festivals.

Accommodations:
›  

› 
› 
›  

›  

›  

›  

Best Western Brantford Hotel  
& Conference Centre
Comfort Inn Brantford
Days Inn by Wyndham Brantford
Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton 
Brantford Conference Centre
Holiday Inn Express & Suites  
Brantford
Home2 Suites by Hilton  
Brantford
Marriott TownePlace Suites  
Brantford and Conference Centre

Brantford-Brant Twin Valley Zoo

Mash Paddle Brewery

Elements Casino, Brantford
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INDULGE

  Indulge at tranquil spots like Serenity Country Candles 
or Wylde Rose Handmade Soaps and pick up a favourite 
candle or handcrafted bath product, and shop food  
inspired bath creations at Bathtub Bakery. Visit the 
unique Oakhill Marketplace and shop from a wide  
selection of handmade items from local artists and  
artisans including home décor, art, and much more.  
Shop ‘til you drop at the Lynden Park Mall and stop by 
Brantford Visitor Services to pick up a special memento 
for you and your loved ones.

PAMPER 
                       Pamper yourself at Grand Wellness Centre while  

resting your tired feet on a salt block in the salt cave, or 
sip a craft beer or glass of VQA wine while soaking in the 
beer bath overlooking the banks of the Grand River.

DELIGHT 
          Delight your taste buds with local, fresh produce and 

baked goods at Brantwood Farms, Sweet Bakery,  
Our Kitchen Brantford or the Brantford Farmers’  
Market and bring a little bit of Brantford back home  
to share.

BRANTFORD
Explore

Our friendly and dedicated staff can help you 
plan an unforgettable visit to Brantford. We can 
suggest itinerary ideas based on your interests 
and provide you with information so you and your 
guests will feel comfortable during your visit. 
Tourism Brantford can connect you with local 
businesses, attractions, and experiences that 
are perfect for groups. Tourism Brantford is also 
happy to assist with itinerary planning, driving or 
walking tour ideas, narrative information for tour 
escorts, familiarization tours (individual or group), 
and more.

Bathtub Bakery

City of Brantford sweaters available for purchase

Grand Wellness Centre

Brantford Farmers’ Market
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Take in the stories and embark on a tour of the Bell Homestead National Historic Site, the Bell family’s  
first Canadian home and the place where Alexander Graham Bell discovered the fundamental concept of  
the telephone. The on-site Phone Booth Museum Store features a variety of impressive keepsakes to  
commemorate your visit. Nearby, at Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks, you will marvel at the  
gorgeous, handcrafted stained glass windows that depict historical events of Six Nations located inside the 
first Protestant church in Upper Canada and the oldest church in Ontario. Experience over 35,000 artifacts  
at Woodland Cultural Centre and learn about Indigenous history, art, language, and culture.

Stop and smell the flowers at Glenhyrst Gardens, a 16-acre, beautifully landscaped park, and step inside the 
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant to take in their magnificent contemporary fine art exhibitions. Be on the lookout 
for Brantford’s Grand Exhibit, 12 to scale reproductions of artwork from Glenhyrst’s permanent collection, 
many of which are in Brantford’s downtown core. 

Sing along at a Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts matinee or  
go all out with an evening performance and marvel in the sophisticated  
lighting and acoustics in the theatre. Explore the new enhanced exhibits  
at Canadian Military Heritage Museum and make sure to have a  
conversation with their friendly volunteers for a top-notch experience.  

Snap a picture in front of the Wayne Gretzky bronze statue,  
“The Great One,” and then head inside the  
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre where you 
will find the Brantford and Area Sports 
Hall of Recognition, which honours 
Brantford’s hometown sport heroes.  
Roll the dice at Elements Casino  
Brantford, featuring a diverse mix of  
slot machines, table games and a  
restaurant.

STORIES 

Wayne Gretzky Sports CentreBrantford’s Grand Exhibit
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Brantford is home to over 100 festivals and events annually, so it’s easy to find a reason to celebrate in every 
season. Plan a trip around one of these exciting annual festivals and events:

•  Brantford Comedy Festival  - Laugh your pants off at Brantford’s funniest festival featuring  
professional comedians and rising stars.

•  Brantford International Jazz Festival – Celebrate jazz music outdoors in beautiful Harmony Square.  
Can’t make it for the festival? Check out the Brantford Downtown Jazz series in the Sanderson Centre for 
the Performing Arts.

•  Brantford International Villages Festival  – Explore heritage and culture through music, dancing,  
cuisine, and artistic and historic displays at this multi-day festival.

•  Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst  – Get in the holiday spirit and warm your soul when you walk or drive 
through the 16-acre park decorated with thousands of colourful light displays.

•  Community Charity Airshow  – Be amazed by live demonstrations  
of aerobatic flying, get up close to military aircrafts, and enjoy live  
entertainment at the Brantford Municipal Airport.

•  WTFest Music Festival  – Rock out under the stars at Brantford’s 
 biggest outdoor musical festival, featuring local, regional, and  
international performers, a VIP area, food trucks, and shopping.

BRANTFORD
Celebrate

Visit discoverbrantford.com to browse  

upcoming local events and festivals to  

incorporate into your visit or future itineraries. 
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Celebrate

SIP
Sip and sample craft brews  
at Bell City Brewing Company,  
Mash Paddle Brewing Company 
and Manns Distillery while  
chatting with the friendly staff.  
Order a flight and a tasty treat 
from the menu at Bell City  
Brewing Company before  
discovering the retail shop and 
brewery viewing area. At the  
Cordage Heritage District,  
Mash Paddle Brewing Company, 
will appease all your senses with 
refreshing brews, rustic décor 
and live entertainment. Explore 
Brantford’s new addition to the 
local brewery landscape, Manns 
Distillery, which features a tasting 
bar and cocktail lounge.

TASTE
Delight in a fine dining  
experience at Fume Restobar,  
Al Dente or The Olde School 
Restaurant. Be a part of  
Brantford’s history when you dine 
at The Sherwood Restaurant  
and marvel over the murals and 
paintings inside by Mr. Ernest 
Duce, who designed, built and  
decorated the restaurant and  
motel next door, which was  
featured in a 2020 episode of 
Schitt’s Creek. Keep it cool and 
casual at the modern, eclectic 
Hudson Public Kitchen & Bar,  
Sociable Kitchen & Tavern or 
Kelsey’s Original Roadhouse.  
Enjoy the unique flavors and 
friendly service at Mercasa Little 
Italy Eatery & Catering, Nine 
North, Taal Indian Cuisine,  
or Joy Sushi Bar. 

COMFORT 
Spoil yourself with luxurious  
chocolate tastings at  
Le Chocolat du Savoie and  
decadent treats from  
Sweet Bakery. Soothe your  
cravings with divine tea and  
baked goods from The Golden 
Teapot inside Glenhyrst Art  
Gallery of Brant or try the  
famous Apple Dapple Cake at  
The Exchange Café at the Bell 
Homestead National Historic Site. 
On a hot, summer day, stop in at 
Dairee Delite or OMG Ice Cream 
and pick up a decadent treat.
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Bell Homestead National Historic Site
Brantford is known as “The Telephone City” because it was here on 
July 26, 1874 that Alexander Graham Bell discovered the principle of 
which his most famous invention, the telephone, would work.  
From 1870 to 1881, this was the Bell family’s first Canadian residence. 
The Bell Homestead National Historic Site is one of Ontario’s oldest 
historic home museums with three restored historic buildings and 
a collection of original furniture and Bell family artifacts. Through a 
guided walking tour, experience the story of how a young teacher  
of the deaf came to invent the telephone. Bus parking and group  
discounts are available.

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant
Located in Glenhyrst Gardens, a beautifully landscaped 16-acre park, 
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant offers exciting contemporary fine art 
exhibitions, self-guided and guided tours, classes, workshops, and 
an array of events. Make reservations for a memorable experience at 
The Golden Teapot Tea Room, offering English High Tea, Low Tea and 
the Royal Kensington Tea, surrounded by the breathtaking scenery of 
Glenhyrst Gardens. Brantford is a multiple-year winner of Canada’s 
“Best Bloomin’ City” award and this lush park on the banks of the 
Grand River has picture perfect flower displays and outdoor  
sculptures to admire while having a picnic or taking a relaxing stroll.

Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the 
Mohawks
Take a tour of the first Protestant church in Upper Canada and  
the oldest church in Ontario. Built in 1785 along the banks of the 
Grand River, Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks features 
handcrafted stained glass windows that depict historical events 
of Six Nations. Here you will find the final resting place of Captain 
Joseph Brant and his youngest son, Captain John Brant. Take a walk 
through the serene grounds to see the Landing Site monument and 
graveyard. A large parking lot on site can accommodate bus parking. 

Woodland Cultural Centre
 Located near to Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks,  
Woodland Cultural Centre is an exquisite museum highlighting  
Indigenous culture and welcomes you to explore at your own pace 
through a self-guided tour. The museum collection contains over 
35,000 artefacts, making it one of the largest Indigenous-owned and 
operated facilities in Canada. Special performances and festivals are 
hosted here to honour Indigenous culture and local history.
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The Grand River
One of only 11 Canadian Heritage Rivers in Ontario, the Grand River 
offers a variety of outdoor experiences in Brantford both on the water 
and along the trails. Area outfitters, Grand River Rafting and Grand 
Experiences, offer a variety of individual or group activities to see 
Brantford from a unique perspective along the Grand River. For the 
adventurous group, Grand River Rafting offers water adventures like 
turbo tubing, rafting, and an 8-man stand up paddleboard, named 
”The Beast”. Enjoy the calm, natural surroundings of the Grand River 
under the stars with Grand Experiences’ guided Moonlight Paddle – 
an unforgettable adventure. For year round exploring by foot, bike, 
cross country ski or snowshoe, Brantford boasts over 70km of nature 
trails along the Grand River and Carolinian landscape.

The Sanderson Centre
A crown jewel in downtown Brantford for over 100 years, the  
Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts was originally designed 
as a vaudeville and silent movie house. The restored historic theatre 
presents one-of-a-kind shows to appeal to all ages including concerts, 
musicals, productions, comedy, and children’s performances.  
Audiences are astounded with the beautiful architecture, interior 
design, sophisticated lighting, and acoustics in this stunning venue. 
The Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts has accessible seating, 
infrared headsets for the hearing impaired, and is proud to be the  
first performing arts centre in the world to offer BlindSquare indoor 
navigation and awareness services to patrons with vision loss. Buses 
can drop off visitors at the main entrance and secondary entrance 
and parking is available at the rear of the theatre in a parking lot. 
Group discounts for 10 or more people are available and special offers 
for tour operators with 20 or more patrons.
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Ontario, Brantford is easily accessible 
from Highway 403. Culture, art,  
history, adventure, entertainment,  
and dining – Brantford offers a  
variety of unique, one-of-a-kind  
experiences.

Brantford’s welcome program for bus groups

A memorable visit or tour starts with a warm  
welcome your group will never forget. Simply contact 
Tourism Brantford when you are creating your  
itineraries and schedule some time to stop to meet 
our Visitor Services team and receive:

•  A small gift and complimentary treat for each visitor
on your bus

•  An information package for the tour operator and bus
driver along with a souvenir to commemorate your
trip to Brantford

•  A step-on welcome with a short introduction of the
history, arts, and culture of Brantford

At Brantford Visitor Services, you will also find: 

•  Friendly, knowledgeable Tourism Counsellors to assist
with questions and provide you with brochures, maps,
and tour information to help you plan your next trip to
Brantford

•  A variety of merchandise and souvenirs available for
purchase

• Washroom facilities including wheelchair accessibility
• Bus parking

Amber Kane
Corporate Tourism & Sponsorship Coordinator
Economic Development &  
Tourism Department, City of Brantford
519-759-4150 ext. 5045
akane@brantford.ca

discoverbrantford.com 

Contact us for:
• Group Tour Information Guide
• Itinerary planning assistance
• Driving and walking tour ideas
• Narrative information for tour escorts
• Familiarization Tours – individual and group

http://www.discoverbrantford.com/
https://www.brantford.ca/
https://www.tiaontario.ca/cpages/home
https://www.omca.com/
mailto:akane@brantford.ca
https://www.facebook.com/TourismBrantford/
https://www.instagram.com/tourismbrantford/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/visitbrantford
https://www.buses.org/



